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Options and Considerations
Publishing my PhD Thesis in Open Access



Common notions of pro and con

pro:
• My book is available to everyone 
• The wide distribution of my research
• Long term preservation

con:
• I need a publisher with prestige
• I want my work in book form

Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

Open access for PhD thesis



Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

How best to go about it? Part I
Open Access Gold or Platinum (Diamond)

Gold
• Your thesis is published by a traditional 

publishing house
• You can combine the prestige of the brand 

with the immediate access to your work

→ This takes time and costs money.

Platinum (Diamond)
• You choose a publishing house that offers 

open access for free. 
• No costs for you or your reader

→ This takes time and may not bring as much 
prestige



Open Access Gold – Example: Brill

Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

How best to go about it?

https://brill.com/page/OpenAccessforAuthors/open-access-for-authors

https://brill.com/page/OpenAccessforAuthors/open-access-for-authors


OA Platinum - Example: OBP

Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

How best to go about it? 

https://www.openbookpublishers.com/

• Quality control 
• Innovative business model
• Good range of subjects and disciplines

Open Book Publishers

https://www.openbookpublishers.com/


Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

How best to go about it? Part II
Open Access Green

OA Green
• Cheaper, quicker, and easier in terms of 

production and submission
• Other researchers can use the work 
• Adds to your online profile
• Higher citation counts and greater visibility 

increase the potential for international and 
interdisciplinary collaboration for the author

→ If you publish with a publisher and make use 
of a repository: two different versions exist

How can I publish my UniBe thesis in OA green?
• You upload your thesis on our repository 

BORIS Theses: http://boristheses.unibe.ch
Advantages:
• Free, immediate access - no costs
• Except for vetsuisse and theology, this 

fulfils the requirement to publish your thesis
• quicker degree conferral
• automatic and straightforward publishing 

process

Source and further reading: LSE Impact Blog

http://boristheses.unibe.ch/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/10/27/phd-theses-drawing-attention-to-the-often-overlooked-articles-in-open-access-repositories/


Repository for UniBern Dissertations

Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

BORIS Theses

BORIS Theses
Contact us:
boristheses@ub.unibe.ch 

https://boristheses.unibe.ch/
mailto:boristheses@ub.unibe.ch


Repository for UniBern Dissertations

Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

BORIS Theses

Mehr zu BORIS Theses

https://www.unibe.ch/universitaet/dienstleistungen/universitaetsbibliothek/service/open_science/dissertationen/index_ger.html


Thank you!
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On mandates and financing

• Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

EXCURSUS

SNF Beitragsreglement

• SNF: OA is obligatory, 12 month embargo
• University of Bern OA policy: Mandatory
• Horizon 2020: Encouraged

• Mandates

http://www.snf.ch/SiteCollectionDocuments/allg_reglement_16_d.pdf
https://www.unibe.ch/universitaet/dienstleistungen/universitaetsbibliothek/service/open_science/open_access/index_ger.html#collapse_pane614213


On mandates and financing (ctd.)

• Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

EXCURSUS

SNF Ausführungsreglement

• SNF: yes, separate fund, no limit
• University of Bern OA policy: no OA fund
• Horizon 2020: yes, part of grant, no limit

• Financing

http://www.snf.ch/SiteCollectionDocuments/snf-ausfuehrungsreglement_beitragsreglement_d.pdf
https://www.unibe.ch/universitaet/dienstleistungen/universitaetsbibliothek/service/open_science/open_access/index_ger.html#collapse_pane614213


• Publishing my PhD thesis in Open Access

EXCURSUS

SNF Ausführungsreglement

http://www.snf.ch/SiteCollectionDocuments/snf-ausfuehrungsreglement_beitragsreglement_d.pdf
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