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Qualitative primary data collection via ‘remote research’ 
   
Course Description 
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us quite impressively, how research is in need of remote 
data collection methods. For adapting to such global circumstances, but also for the sake of 
sustainability, we want to consider new forms of data collection, which require less travelling, 
while maintaining a high level of data quality. In the field of qualitative data collection, there 
are various options to build on. We can for example switch to interviews over phone or digital 
channels. But there are also more methods to be explored, such as facebook groups, digital 
polls, or filming. 
During the course, participants will explore qualitative methods to collect primary data 
through a remote mode, and discuss challenges and opportunities of these methods, 
considering also the applicability to different contexts (e.g. European urban regions, rural 
areas in developing countries etc.). Moreover, participants will learn to prepare for a high 
level of adaptability as circumstances can change rapidly in remote research, while staying 
structured in planning their remote data collection. The lecturer will also share her experience 
of own remote research work in Myanmar.  
During the course, participants will elaborate their own data collection plan. Therefore, 
participants should expect to conduct some preparatory and intermediate tasks (approx. 3 
hours in total; see below). 
The course aims at a high level of interaction among participants and lecturer. 
 
Learning Objectives 
You will be able to: 
- develop your set of qualitative methods for remote primary data collection 
- be aware of the challenges and opportunities of these methods 
- validate the applicability of these methods in different contexts 
- be structured in your planning of methods, while remaining flexible to adapt to rapidly 
changing circumstances in remote research 
 
Individual Feedback 
During the course, participants will work on an individual data collection plan (elaboration of 
remote primary data collection methods). As a preparatory task, participants will send a draft 
data collection plan (max 1.5 pages) to the lecturer (deadline: 1 April). Between course day 1 
and 2, participants will reflect on their data collection plan and send an updated version to 
the lecturer (deadline: 19 April). Some participants will present it to the group on day 2 and  
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receive feedback and related input. Others can meet bilaterally with the lecturer to receive 
feedback and input, if they wish to do so. 
 
Trainer 
Lara Lundsgaard-Hansen, Centre for Development and Environment (CDE), University of Bern 
 
Target Group 
PostDocs and PhDs of all fields of research intending to collect their qualitative primary data 
via ‘remote research’.  
 
Language:  English 
Nr of Participants max 15  
Requirements None; however, ideally you are planning to remotely collect data within 

the year 2021 
Dates   April 15 and April 22, 2021; 1:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Location                        Hochschulstrasse 6, Main Building, room 104 

https://www.cde.unibe.ch/ueber_uns/personen/lundsgaard_hansen_lara/index_ger.html

