Application Form
UniBE Digital Venture Fellowship – Cohort 2026
Dear Applicant,
We look forward to receiving your application and learning about your entrepreneurial idea. Please carefully review the following important details before submission:
A. Submission: Submit your completed application as a PDF file to the University of Bern’s Innovation Office at innovationoffice@unibe.ch.
B. Regulations & Guidelines: Before submitting, please read the Guidelines carefully. If you have any questions, contact Lan Tran – Innovation Program Manager at lan.tran@unibe.ch or call 079 804 03 40.
C. Deadline: The submission deadline is 19 September 2025.
D. Checklist: Ensure your application includes the following documents: 
· CV (max. 2 pages)
· Letter of Support from your Head of Research Group, which must include: 
· Their motivation to support your participation in the UniBE Digital Venture Fellowship program.
· Confirmation that the Institute/Department will provide access to the necessary infrastructure for the research/PoC development during the entire duration of the Fellowship.
· Acknowledgement of the terms and conditions in the UniBE Digital Venture Fellowship Guidelines, particularly those related to financial responsibility and accountability.
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We look forward to reviewing your application!
[image: A black background with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ][image: A red and black sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]InnovationOffice@unibe.ch 
www.unibe.ch/innovation 

Vice-Rectorate Research
Innovation Office 
Hochschulstrasse 6
3012 Bern




2
[image: A black background with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ][image: A red and black sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
A. Applicant’s Information
	Title 
	First Name
	Last Name

	
	
	

	Institute / Department / Research Group
	Faculty, University

	
	

	Current Position

	

	Address for Correspondence

	Street, No.
	Postal Code, Place

	
	

	Email Address
	Phone Number

	
	

	Doctoral Exam / Defense (if applicable)

	Year
	Month
	University, Place

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


B. Project Overview
	Project Title

	

	Executive Summary
Provide a concise summary of your proposed solution, emphasizing its innovation potential, market relevance, and digitalization-driven business model. Clearly outline the planned steps to achieve these goals during the Fellowship. (Max. 300 words)

	


C. Motivation Statement
	Explain briefly your motivation for pursuing a research-driven, digitalization-related venture project and how it aligns with your long-term career goals. Highlight how this Fellowship will support your entrepreneurial aspirations. (Max. 300 words)

	





D. Detailed Project Description
	Provide a comprehensive overview of your research-based entrepreneurial project (Max. 1800 words). The description should include:
· Problem statement: Define the problem your proposed solution addresses.
· Solution description: Describe the product/service and its format (e.g., platform, software, AI-driven tool, digital service, etc.).
· Innovation and market fit: Explain what makes your solution innovative, particularly in digital transformation (e.g., introducing a unique solution, targeting a new market, or disrupting an industry).
· Business model and value proposition: 
· Define your target market and their needs.
· Explain your unique value proposition (UVP).
· Outline the scalability and revenue model of your solution.
· Technical feasibility and market analysis: Provide a brief market analysis, including competitors, market trends, and potential barriers.
· Stakeholder engagement: Identify key stakeholders (e.g., research partners, early adopters, investors, business mentors).

	


E. Project Plan
	Outline the key activities, milestones, deliverables, and expected outcomes during the Fellowship. Clearly define the timeline and success metrics. (Max. 500 words)

	





F.       Intellectual Property (IP) Considerations
	Have you disclosed the project with Unitectra to discuss about potential IP protection (please refer to the guidelines, section 4.3.)?

	|_| Yes		|_| No


	If yes, please indicate your Unitectra point of contact.

	

	Additional IP information (if applicable):
· Have you filed a patent application?
· Have you conducted an assisted patent search at the Swiss Intellectual Property Institute (IGE)?
· What aspects of your technology do you intend to protect?
· Does your project rely on third-party IP (in-licensing)?

	





G. Budget / Financial Plan
Please note:
· Fellowship funding limit: CHF 100’000 (cannot be exceeded).
· Refer to the guidelines (sections 6.1. and 6.2.) for salary calculations.
	Budget Items
	Amount (CHF)

	Salary (including 20% employer’s social security contributions)
	

	Item 2
	

	Item 3, etc.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total Requested Amount
	CHF 

	

	Additional Comments (optional)

	


H. Potential Conflicts of Interests
	Are there any conflicts of interest or factors that might impact your ability to complete the Fellowship?

	|_| Yes		|_| No


	If yes, please explain.

	





I. BRIDGE PoC Application
	Have you applied for a BRIDGE Proof-of-Concept grant for the same project? If both applications are successful, you will need to choose one (please refer to the guidelines, section 6.6.)

	|_| Yes		|_| No



J. Additional Comments (optional)
	Provide any other relevant details or considerations that may strengthen your application.

	


K. INNO Updates
Would you like to receive monthly updates on innovation and entrepreneurship opportunities at the University of Bern and Bern University Hospital?
|_| Yes		|_| No
L. Declaration & Signatures
I, the undersigned, confirm that the information provided in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.
	
	
	

	Place, Date
	
	Signature
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