
Does the material 
originate in 

Switzerland?

Is the material any 
type of genetic 

resource (GR) (check 
Info Box I for 
examples)?

For access to genetic ressources (GR) 
located in Switzerland, no PIC (Prior 

Informed Consent) or MAT (Mutally Agreed 
Terms) are required. However, all Swiss 
and foreign researchers are obliged to 
document access. Check Info Box I to 

assess whether your material is a GR and 
fill in the Recordkeeping Template (Swiss 

origin genetic resources).

Yes

No

Is the material covered by a 
specialised instrument (i.e. 

PGRFA under the 
International Treaty on 

PGRFA (check Info Box II) or 
influenza virus with human 
pandemic potential under 

the PIP-Framework)?

Yes

Start

Not subject to Nagoya 
Protocol-related obligations. 

Fill in part 1 of the 
Recordkeeping Template 
(non- Swiss origin genetic 

resources).

No

YesYes

Is the material a human 
genetic resource? (if your 

material is human 
microbiota, please check 

here to judge whether your 
material constitutes a 

non-human or human GR)

No

Yes

Is the GR subject to the due 
diligence requirement?

NoNo

Does your GR originate from 
a country that has ratified 

the Nagoya Protocol, and the 
area from which it originates 

is not beyond national 
jurisdiction of that country? 

(check this link)

What does that mean?

Is the provider country of 
your GR party to the 

Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD)? (check this 

link)

No

Not subject to Nagoya 
Protocol-related obligations. 

Fill in part 2 of the 
Recordkeeping Template 
(non-Swiss origin genetic 

resources).

NoNo

Contact the National Focal Point and inquire about 
conditions for access and access procedures. Comply 

with the instructions of the National Focal Point and to 
good scientific practice. 

If there is no National Focal Point, check whether the 
Swiss Focal Point, or research partners in the potential 

provider country can give you a relevant contact. 

Inquire with the contact about conditions and 
procedures for access, including: documentation to 

submit, authorities to address and otherpermits 
required. 

If you do not have any relevant contact, consider 
carrying out your research in another country.

Yes

Does it originate from a 
country that has domestic 

ABS regulatory 
requirements? (check here or 

with the National Focal 
Points)

Yes

Is your GR a commodity or 
good in trade and as such 
not “utilised” as genetic 
resources in terms of the 

Nagoya Protocol?

Yes

No

Not subject to 
Nagoya 

Protocol-related 
obligations. Fill 
in part 3 of the 
Recordkeeping 

Template 
(non-Swiss 

origin genetic 
resources).

Yes

Is your GR “utilised” to 
conduct research and/or 

development on the genetic 
and/or biochemical 

composition of the GR, 
including through the 

application of biotechnology?

No

No

The Swiss regulation on Due Diligence applies. 

Get information on the procedure to obtain PIC (Prior Informed Consent) and to negotiate MATs (Mutually Agreed 
Terms) via the ABS-Clearing-House: National Focal Point of the provider country; ABS website of the provider country. 

Store all permits and accompagnying documentation for the time of retention of the GR (but at least 10 years after the 
end of utilisation). Fill in the Template for Recordkeeping (Due diligence under Swiss law). 

In case of commercialisation of the GR, notify the FOEN.

Yes

Self-assessment: Obligations under the Nagoya Protocol
Access in situ (direct collection of samples)

Some words are highlighted with links that refer your to relevant websites. 
Info boxes are on page 3.
All templates for record keeping are here (UniBE-Nagoya Step-by-step guide). 
Page 2 is on ex situ collection.

https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/pandemic-influenza-preparedness-framework
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/dam/bafu/en/dokumente/biotechnologie/rechtsgutachten/final-legal-expert-brief-on-the-human-microbiome.pdf.download.pdf/Final_Legal%2520Expert%2520Brief%2520on%2520the%2520Human%2520Microbiome.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories
https://www.cbd.int/information/parties.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories
http://providercountry.store/
http://providercountry.store/
http://providercountry.store/
https://www.unibe.ch/research/compliance_and_grp/nagoya_protocol/index_eng.html#pane1495223


Does the material 
originate from a 
facility or a third 

person?

Is the material any 
type of genetic 

resource (GR) (check 
Info Box I for 
examples)?

Go to the in situ 
decision tree.

No

Yes

Is the material a human 
genetic resource? (if your 

material is human 
microbiota, please check 

here to judge whether 
your material constitutes 
a non-human or human 

GR)

Yes

Start

Not subject to Nagoya 
Protocol-related obligations. 

Fill in part 1 of the 
Recordkeeping Template 
(non-Swiss origin genetic 

resources).

No

YesYes

Is the material covered by a 
specialised instrument (i.e. 

PGRFA under the 
International Treaty on 

PGRFA (check InfoBox II) or 
influenza virus with human 
pandemic potential under 

the PIP-Framework)?

No

If other

Has the sample been 
collected after entry into 

force of the NP (2 October 
2014)?

No

Did the provider of the GR 
provide you with the 

documentation that proves 
lawful access to the genetic 
resource (PIC) and does the 

PIC cover tranfer of the 
material to a third person?

Yes

Self-assessment: Obligations under the Nagoya Protocol
Access ex situ (acquisition of samples through third party)

Some words are highlighted with links that refer your to relevant websites. 
Info boxes are on page 3.
All templates for record keeping are here (UniBE-Nagoya Step-by-step guide). 
Page 1 is on in situ collection.

Is the provider 
country party to the 
International Treaty 
on PGRFA? (check 

this link)

If PGRFA

Is your resource 
included in the 

Multilateral System 
of Facilitated Access 
of the International 

Treaty? (check Annex 
I of the International 

Treaty)

Yes

Is your resource 
stored in a collection 
(see Info Box III) that 

is included in the 
Multilateral System? 

(check here)

Yes

The Standard 
Material Transfer 

Agreement (SMTA) 
applies.

Yes

ABS conditions 
according to the 

national 
regulation/MTA.

NoNo

NoNo No

The Swiss regulation on Due 
Diligence does not apply. Fill in 

part 4 of the Recordkeeping 
Template (non-Swiss origin 

genetic resources).

Comply with MTA of the 
collection.

No

Ask the provider of the GR 
for this documentation.

No

Utilise the genetic resource as 
allowed for in the PIC. 

Store all permits and accompagnying 
documentation for the time of 

retention of the GR (but at least 10 
years after the end of utilisation). Fill 
in the Template for Recordkeeping 

(Due diligence under Swiss law).

Yes

Received

Does your GR originate in a 
country that has ratified the 

Nagoya Protocol, and the 
area from which it originates 

is not beyond national 
jurisdiction of that country? 

(check this link)

Not received

Does it originate in a country 
that has domestic ABS 

regulatory requirements? 
(check here or with the 
National Focal Points)

Yes

Not subject to Nagoya 
Protocol-related 

obligations. Fill in part 2 of 
the Recordkeeping 

Template (non-Swiss origin 
genetic resources).

NoNo
No

Is your GR a commodity or 
good in trade and as such 
not “utilised” as genetic 
resources in terms of the 

Nagoya Protocol?

Yes

Is your GR “utilised” to 
conduct research and/or 

development on the genetic 
and/or biochemical 

composition of the GR, 
including through the 

application of biotechnology?

NoNo

The Swiss regulation on Due Diligence applies. 

Get information on the procedure to obtain PIC (Prior Informed Consent) and 
to negotiate MATs (Mutually Agreed Terms) via the ABS-Clearing-House: 
National Focal Point of the provider country; ABS website of the provider 

country. 

Store all permits and accompagnying documentation for the time of 
retention of the GR (but at least 10 years after the end of utilisation). Fill in 

the Template for Recordkeeping (Due diligence under Swiss law).

YesYes

Not subject to Nagoya 
Protocol-related 

obligations. Fill in part 3 of 
the Recordkeeping 

Template (non-Swiss 
origin genetic resources).

YesYes No

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/dam/bafu/en/dokumente/biotechnologie/rechtsgutachten/final-legal-expert-brief-on-the-human-microbiome.pdf.download.pdf/Final_Legal%2520Expert%2520Brief%2520on%2520the%2520Human%2520Microbiome.pdf
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/pandemic-influenza-preparedness-framework
https://www.unibe.ch/research/compliance_and_grp/nagoya_protocol/index_eng.html#pane1495223
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/countries/membership/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/annex1/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/collections/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/smta/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/smta/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/smta/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/smta/en/
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/smta/en/
https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatorieshttps://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories
https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories


Info Box I 
 GR is any material of plant, animal, microbial or other 
origin containing functional units of heredity, but also 

biochemical compounds contained in organisms. It can 
be wild, domesticated or cultivated. 

Examples include:
 

1. Domesticated or cultivated animals 
2. Cultivated plants or crops 

3. 

Laboratory strains e.g., lab mice, primary cell line, 
plasmid containing genetic material or other 

genetically modified organisms 
4. Human microbiota 

5. 

Plant genetic resource for food and agriculture 
(PGRFA) (defined in the 

International Treaty on PGRFA)

6. 

Wild plants, fungi, fish, animals, insects, 
microorganisms, viruses 

7. 

Soil, water, air or other environmental samples that 
may contain GR 

8. 

Forest reproductive material or marine samples that 
may contain GR 

9. GR obtained from an ex-situ collection 
10. GR obtained from a registered collection 

11. 

Derivate of a GR (e.g. sequencing data, proteins, 
enzymes, formulation ingredients from a GR) 

Also covered: traditional knowledge associated with 
genetic resources that is held by indigenous and local 

communities. The term refers to the traditional 
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous 
and local communities embodying lifestyles relevant 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biological 

diversity.

Info Box II 

 Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(PGRFA): Any material of plant origin of actual or potential 
value for food and agriculture. "Genetic material" means 
any material of plant origin, including reproductive and 
vegetative propagating material, containing functional 
units of heredity. (Art. 2 International Treaty on Plant 

Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture)

Info Box III 

Re gistered collection: 

A registered collection is a special instrument to promote 
compliance. 

Collections like botanical gardens, collections of 
microorganisms and natural history museums provide 

researchers with biological material for research 
purposes. There are also collections at many universities. 

More info: Registered collections – Nagoya Protocol Hub

https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/registered-collections/

	Nagoya-Self assessment_ Collection in situ
	Nagoya-Self assessment_ Collection ex situ
	Nagoya-Self assessment_Info Boxes

